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NQ constable
stood down
QUEENSLANDpolicehave
stooddowna24-year-old
malepolice constable for
undisclosedreasons.

Theconstable, serving in
NorthQueensland,was
stooddownfromduty in
relation toanumberof
allegationsabouthis
conductbothonandoff
duty, a statement said.

Theallegationswere
being investigatedandno
furtherdetailswere
available.

SPARRING PARTNERS . . . Camp Quality’s Mark McGregor and The Cure Starts Now’s Ren Pedersen shape up for the match

Going the biff a tactic to support charity
YOUcouldhaveknockedMark
McGregordownwitha feather
whenhewasasked to star ina
charityboxingstoushbut, armed
withbubblewrap,he isnowready
to takeonhisopponent
RampagingRenPedersen.

TheCampQualityandTheCure
StartsNowcharity stalwartswill
go thebiff atJupitersnext
weekendontheundercardof
JamieMyer‘sKing/Orlate
AustralianJrWelterweight
BoxingTitle,whichwill be
screenednationallyonFox
Sports 3.

Therehasbeenmuchtrash

talking floatingbackandforward
betweenthepairbutwordonthe
street is they’rebothbig softies
whoaredoing it for thekids.

MrMcGregor saidhewould
employavarietyof tactics todefeat
thewilyMrPedersen.

‘‘Whenthematch is finished the
kids canhelppop thebubblewrap
that I’mgoing tobewearing to
protectmyself. I think if Iweara
motorbikehelmetaswell that
wouldbeprettygoodashe’ll only
beable to steponmytoes,’’Mr
McGregor said.

‘‘Even if I endupwithasplit face,
onmybackknockedoutcold, this

still couldn’t comparewithwhat
ourCampQualitykidsandtheir
familiesgo through.’’

MrPedersensaideventhough
theboutwas foragoodcause,he
wouldbeshowingnomercy in the
ring.

‘‘Thebiggestadvantage I’ll have
is it’ll be like trying tohit thesideof
thehouseas Ihaveabig target,’’
MrPedersensaid.

‘‘We’re justhopingMarkwill
turnuponthenight.WhenI first
mentioned this concept tohimthe
linewentdeadandall Iheardwasa
little squeaksowe’vecalledhim
MarktheMouse.

‘‘Weraiseawarenessabouta
particular typeof children’sbrain
cancer, brainstemglioma,which I
lostmydaughter to lastyear. If
you’veever looked into theeyesofa
childwho isabout tobewheeled
intobrainsurgery, youwouldknow
what I’mabout todo is really just
nothing.’’

Tomakeadonationvisit
www.thecurestartsnow.organdgo
to theAustralianchapterpageor
callCampQualityon4723 2250with
all donations taxdeductible.

Tickets to theNovember5bout
canbepurchasedatJupiters.

— EMILY MACDONALD

Pervert outrage
ROANNE
JOHNSON

Convicted paedophile allowed to look after children

A BURDEKIN man who
walked free this week after
being found not guilty of
inappropriately touching a
seven-year old is a convicted
paedophile who had been
chemically castrated.

A child protection advo-
cacy group is outraged the
child sex offender, who
‘‘played a tickling game’’
with the girl in which he
touched her ‘‘boobies’’, was
allowed to look after child-
ren in the small Burdekin
community.

An Ayr mother unwit-
tingly let the 58-year-old
man look after her daughter
for the evening.

‘‘Clearly this mother
would not have let this man
near her child if she knew
h i s b a c k g r o u n d , ’ ’

Bravehearts research man-
ager Carol Ranken said.

‘‘Because this type of be-
haviour he displayed is con-
cerning — by gaining the
girl’s trust and getting close
to her.’’

The disabled pensioner,
who was first jailed in Vic-
toria about 20 years ago, was
this week acquitted in the
Townsville District Court of
two counts of unlawful and
indecent treatment of a
child under 12.

He walked free after ad-

mitting in his trial that he
inappropriately touched her
chest twice, kissed her on
the lips and said ‘‘I love you’’.
His legal counsel argued

the defendant was ‘‘a lonely
old man’’ and his actions
were ‘‘innocentandacciden-
tal’’ — which the jury ac-
cepted.
However, for the ex-

prisoner to get a fair trial
the jury did not know his
history of sex offences
against young girls.
Documents obtained by

the Townsville Bulletin re-
veal thedefendanthadbeen
convicted three times be-
tween 1986 and 1992 of of-
fences involving female
children as young as 10.
And during the child sex

offender’s incarceration he

was administered with in-
jections for chemical cas-
tration.

Since his release from
Fulham Correct iona l
Centre protection unit in
West Sale there are no re-
cords he has re-offended.

The man, who cannot be
named under Queensland
law, was allowed to look
after the girl and her
10-year-old brother by their
mother who attended a con-
cert in Townsville on April
17, 2009.

In the woman’s evidence
she said the neighbour had
come to her house fre-
quently before the incident.

‘‘Weused togo fishingand
I would take him into town
and give him lifts home,’’
she said. The evening she

askedhimtobabysitwas the
first time and after that
night the family fled the
neighbourhood.

Bravehearts said the situ-
ation could have been
avoided if police had some
way of legally notifying
neighbours that a convicted
offender was living in their
street.

‘‘It is really concerning
that we don’t have a way of
letting communities know
about a paedophile’s release
back into the community,’’
Ms Ranken said.

‘‘Wedon’t support apublic
sex offender registry as they
tend to go underground —
but we do support the re-
lease of limited information
to inform people personally
affected.’’

Hilary Clinton
to visit PNG
USSecretaryofState
HillaryClinton, oneof the
world’smostpowerful
women,will visitPapuaNew
Guinea tohighlight the
importanceofempowering
women—inacountry that
hasmade little
improvement inbridging its
genderdivide.

MsClinton isdue toarrive
inPortMoresbyon
Wednesday,November3,
fora flyingvisit to ‘‘stress
the importanceof
empoweringwomen’’, the
USStateDepartment said.

Ofparticular interest to
MsClinton isPNG’sUN-
supported ‘22-reserved
seats’ proposition,designed
togiveeveryprovincea
female representative.

Currently,PNGonlyhas
onewoman in its
109-memberparliament,
Minister forWomenand
CommunityDevelopment
DameCarolKidu.

ButAustralian-born
DameCarol’spushtoget
the22 reservedseatsbill
passedhasbeenanarduous
challenge, failingonseveral
attempts.

MsClinton’s jam-packed
fourhours inPNGwill see
hermeetingdignitariesand
thenwomenfromthearmy,
police, jails aswell as
businessandprofessional
women, survivorsof sexual
violenceandwomenwith
disabilities.

Police Union
attacks CMC
THEQueenslandPolice
Unionhasaccused the
state’sCrimeand
MisconductCommission
(CMC)ofwitch-hunting
following thequashingofa
caseagainst twopolice
officers.

PoliceUnionpresident
IanLeavers, inastatement
fromRockhampton,
condemnedtheCMCfor
layingchargesof
attempting topervert the
courseof justiceagainstone
servingandoneretired
policeofficer, only tohave
themthrownout in the
DistrictCourt.

‘‘Today’squashingof the
CMC’s chargesagainst
thesepolicebrings toa
conclusionasorrychapter
in theCMC’shistory that
culminated in the
disgraceful inferences
contained in theCMC’s
provocativelynamed
DangerousLiaisons report,
stemmingfromtheCMC’s
long-runningandhugely-
expensiveOperationCapri,’’
MrLeavers said.

‘‘Therecentnotguilty
verdict severalmonthsago
fora formerpoliceofficer
coupledwith today’s
quashingof chargesagainst
these twopeoplehas
demonstrated theCMCdid
nothaveoneskerrickof
evidence inrelation to
OperationCapri,’’ he said.


