
+townsvillebulletin.com.au Townsville Bulletin Friday, February 26, 2010 Page 3

T
’V

IL
L

E
B

U
L

F
ri

,
F

eb
26

,
10

T
’V

IL
L

E
B

U
L

E
d

:
U

n
it

:
R

eg
n

3C
o

u
p

le
:

C
o

lo
u

r:
Y

M
C

K
P

ag
e:

3

+

+

N
O

T
E

S
:

Veteran public servant
contests traffic charge
ONEofQueensland’smost respectedand

longest servingpublic servants is

challenginganAthertonTableland

traffic ticket incourt.

SirLeoHielscherearlier thismonth

announcedhis retirementafter 68years

in thepublic service,withPremierAnna

Blighpraisinghis careerandannouncing

theGatewaybridgeswouldbenamed

afterhim.

Policeaccuse the83-year-old

QueenslandTreasuryCorporation

chairmanof failing togivewayatan

intersectionwhile facingagive-waysign

or line.

The incidentallegedlyoccurred in

MalandaonJuly4 lastyear.

MrHielscherdidnotappear in

BrisbaneMagistratesCourtyesterday,

buthis solicitorLiamPrescott told the

court thechargewouldbecontested.

MrHielscherwill be representedby

barristerChrisWilsonatahearing in the

samecourtonMay10.

Fire in a bin and disturbances spark big response

Prison on riot alert
By EMILY MACDONALD

police reporter

LEFT:
Emergency
service
vehicles at the
prison

MORE than a dozen police cars, plus am-
bulances and fire engines raced to Stuart
Prison yesterday after reports a riot had
broken out and the jail was on fire.

But they left less than 20 minutes later.
Corrective Services said the incident

amounted to a rubbish bin fire and two
separate disturbances involving inmates.

The drama coincided with the end of
the school day, although students from
Stuart State School seemed unconcerned
by the emergency services vehicles and
waved at media cameras from their bus.

Corrective Services spokesman Ross
McSwain said there was ‘not in the
slightest’ suggestion of a riot.

‘‘At 3.10pmasmall fire began inawaste-
paper basket. It was extinguished by
3.20pm by staff,’’ he said.

‘‘Firefighters came and tested the air
quality and left soon after.

‘‘At themoment we don’t know how the
fire began, but we suspect a prisoner lit it.

‘‘The prisonerswill be briefed and there
will be an investigation into the fire.

‘‘At the same time a prisoner had an
upsetting phone call and became abusive
towards people andhewas escorted to the
detention unit.

‘‘In a separate part of the prison, an-
other prisoner was also upset and began
banging the floor and he was also es-
corted to the detention unit.’’

Mr McSwain said the second inmate-
related incident occurred in close proxim-
ity to the fire.

A policemedia spokeswomanwas tight-
lipped about the incident, but confirmed
officers had been called to the prison.

A Queensland Fire and Rescue Service
spokeswoman said any incident involving
the prison, especially where a fire was
concerned, was treated extremely
seriously.

‘‘We received a call from the control

room advising there was a fire,’’ she said.

‘‘They didn’t know what was on fire to

begin with, there was just a report of the

fire in one of the rooms in Stuart Prison.

‘‘We notified police and ambulance and

they all had their crews dispatched as per

protocol. On arrival we met up with staff

and security and they were prepped be-
fore they entered the building.

‘‘They investigated inside the building
and it turned out to be a fire in a rubbish
bin in a kitchen which was a communal
area. Staff had the situation under con-
trol.We cleared thearea,made sure itwas
safe and left it in the hands of Corrective
Services.’’

REMEMBER . . . Ren Pedersen gives presents to Isabella Thurlow, 10 months, at The Townsville HospitalPhoto: EVAN MORGAN

Giving in memory of a special little girl
AMYPedersenwouldhave
celebratedher10thbirthday
yesterday ifnot fora rareand
aggressive illnesswhich
claimedheryoung life.

Thevibrant littlegirlwasonly
nineyearsoldwhenshe losther
fightwithbrainstemglioma in
March lastyearafterbeing
diagnosed16monthsearlier.

Her fatherRenvisited the
children’swardatThe
TownsvilleHospital yesterday
tohandout toys to thepatients
andcommemoratehisbeautiful
daughter’s life.

‘‘I thoughtwecan’t give toour
daughteranymoresowewill
give tootherkidswhat shecan’t
have,’’ he said.

Butheadmitted itwashard to

step footback into theplace
wherehis littlegirl ‘‘coppeda
hiding’’ fromthedevastating
braincancer.

MrPedersen isnowdirector
ofTheCureStartsNow,a
foundationaimedat raising
awarenessandfunding into
research for thepaediatric
cancer,whichaffectsone in
15,000 childrenandhasa
99.5 per centmortality rate.

‘‘Wearegainingmomentum
andbeingapproachedby
research institutions soweare
makingripples in theocean,’’ he
said.

‘‘We’renotanorganisation
withmarketingstrategiesand
so forthsoweneedevery little
bit ofhelpwecanget.

‘‘We’re justparents—we
haven’t applied for this.’’

Hesaid theydesperately
needed to raise funds for the
life-savingresearch togo
ahead.

Anymoneyraisedwill beput
straight into findingacure for
the tragic cancer.

MrPedersensaid they
believed targetingwhatwas the
toughest formofcancer first
wouldmeanthemorecommon
cancers couldalsobe treated.

‘‘If there’s a treatment for this
diseasewesee it asahome-run
cure forothercancers,’’ he said.

MrPedersensaid theyhad
startedaspecial ‘‘hundred
club’’, hoping100generous
businesses coulddonate$100

eachfor thecause, fora total of
$10,000 forAustralia’s first ever
paediatricbrainstemglioma
trial.

‘‘It’s a simple conceptandwe
sendthemcertificateswhich
shows theirgenerosity,’’ he said.

Hesaid the foundationhada
list ofanumberofotherways
businesses couldhelpwithout
costing themacent, including
placing the foundation’s logoon
their invoicesordocuments to
raiseawarenessabout the
organisation.

Todonateor formore
informationemail
ren@thecurestartsnow.orgor
visit thewebsite
www.thecurestartsnow.org.

— RACHEL TOUNE

Top cop gets three
more years in job
QUEENSLANDPoliceCommissioner
BobAtkinsonwill be reappointed for
another threeyearswhenhis current
contract expires later thisyear.

MrAtkinsonwasappointed thestate’s
topcoponNovember1, 2000,having
startedhis careerwith theQueensland
PoliceService (QPS) in1968.

PremierAnnaBligh toldparliament
yesterday that throughout thepast 40
yearsMrAtkinsonhadserved ina
numberof locationswithinawiderange
roles in theQPS.

‘‘Importantly, duringhis time in the
position,CommissionerAtkinsonhas
overseena26 per centdrop in theoverall
rateof crime inQueensland, andthat I
think isanoutstandingachievement,’’
MsBlighsaid.

Drivers blame kids
as road distractions
NEARLYhalfofall adultdriversblame
their children’sbackseatbehaviour for
distracting themwhileontheroad, anew
surveyhas found.

TheAAMInationwidepoll foundthat
44per centof the2523 respondents said
their childrenweredistracting them
fromconcentratingwhile theywere
driving.Almostone in threeadmittedon
occasions theirbehaviour,whiledriving,
wasabad influenceontheir children.

However, almostall driver-parents
recognise their child’s safetyas
paramount,with just 4per cent
admitting their childrendon’t always
wear seatbelts or child restraints.


