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Footy fans
warned of
$40 fines
COWBOYSfansare

beingwarnedtoobey

parkingsignsor risk

beingfined.

More than15,000 fans

areexpectedatDairy

FarmersStadium

tomorrowfor theNBL
matchagainst the
PenrithPanthers.

TownsvilleTraffic
Branchofficer-in-
chargeActingSenior
SergeantRobert
Nalder said$40 fines
wouldbe issued for
anyone found in the
750mradiusparking
restrictionzone.

‘‘If youaregoing to
drive to thegamebe
mindfulaboutwhere
youpark in the
suburbanareasaround
theWillows,’’ he said.

‘‘Thereareanumber
of streets thathaveno-
standingzones.

‘‘It’s the
responsibilityof the
driverof thevehicle to
parkappropriatelyor
peoplewill be fined if
they’renotadhering to
thesigns.’’

Sen-SgtNalder said
thebestwaytoavoid
parking troubleswas to
usepublic transport.

‘‘Weaskpeople to
utilisepublic transport
andtoconsider the
timingof theirarrival
anddepartures for the
benefit of traffic flow
andminimising
waiting times,’’ he said.

‘‘Thiswill cutdown
ondriversofvehicles
becomingfrustrated
withhaving tosit for so
longwaiting in traffic.’’

Healsourged footy
fans toavoiddriving if
theyplannedtodrink.

‘‘Townsville traffic
branchwill be
performingtraffic
patrolsaroundDairy
FarmersStadium,’’
Sen-SgtNalder said.

‘‘Youshouldconsider
youralcohol
consumption for the
nightand if you’re
going tohaveevenone
drink thenyoushould
haveadesignated
driverwhodoesnot
drink, catchataxi or
usepublic transport.’’

Thematchstartsat
7.30pm.

Crash girl dies
after mother
ASIX-YEAR-OLD

girlhasdied from

injuries received ina

pedestriancrossing

accident inCairns

whichkilledher

mother.

Police said thepair

wereknockeddown

justafter 8amon

Tuesdaybyautility

after it collidedwitha

busat the intersection

ofMulgraveRdand

NewellSt,Westcourt.

Theuteoverturned

andstruck thepairas

theywerecrossing

NewellSt.

Themotherdied in

hospital onTuesday

andherdaughter

passedawayon

Wednesday.

Hats off to Ren’s great fundraising idea

IF THE HAT FITS . . . Ren Pedersen at St Anthony’s Primary School with students, from left, Shanae McCormack, Brooke McKaig, Jaye
Mustard, Rhys Westcott and Benjamin Williams Photo: TROY RODGERS

Wear a cap and
beat this cancer

By KATHLEEN SKENE

Amy Pedersen

ASSEMBLY time at St Anthony’s

Primary School has a lot of happy

memories for Ren Pedersen — it’s

where his beautiful daughter Amy

received awards for her outstand-

ing school work, sporting and dance

achievements.

But this week he returned for the

first time since a rare and aggress-

ive cancer — brain stem glioma —

claimed the life of the beloved nine-

year-old earlier this year.

The cancer affects one in 150,000

children and, after living through

the unimaginable, Mr Pedersen is

bravely leading a push for greater

awareness of the disease in Aus-

tralia.

He spoke to Amy’s classmates on

Wednesday ahead of the school’s

‘Caps for the Cure Day’ today to

raise funds and awareness.

‘‘What this makes up for in its

lack of numbers, it more than com-

pensates for in debilitation,’’ Mr

Pedersen said. ‘‘If youwrote down a

list of everything you could do to

torture a human being, this is it.’’

Surgery is usually the only effec-

tive treatment for low-grade forms

of the disease, but is not usually

used for high-grade tumours,which

infiltrate the brain stem too deeply.

The tumour’s location damages

the nerves within the brain stem

that are vital for breathing,

swallowing, consciousness, arm, leg

and eyemovement, andmost child-

ren do not survive more than six to

nine months after diagnosis.

While researching the condition

online, Mr Pedersen found a US-

based organisation, The Cure

Starts Now, which is funding re-

search specifically targeted at brain

cancer in children.

He is helping to kick-start an

Australian arm of the organisation.

‘‘In the medical field, doctors and

researchers are shying away from

this because it’s just too hard,’’ Mr

Pedersen said.

‘‘Radiation doesn’t work, chemo-

therapy doesn’t work.

‘‘Thehospital supportwas fantas-

tic and the doctors were fantastic,

but in Australia we’re probably five

years behind because we’re more

conservative in our approach.’’

The group has grants available

for researchers willing to help work

for a cure, and close to 100 per cent

of funds raised go directly into re-

search. Amy’s school friends will be

among the first in Australia to con-
tribute to the cause for the silly hat
day today. Mr Pedersen hopes
greater awareness of the disease
will lead to thedevelopmentofmore
treatment options for children like
Amy.

‘‘When your child has got that —
andyou don’twant to think about it
— that black hand, you have to be
the greyhound at the front of the
pack,’’ he said.

‘‘It’s never been beaten. If we can
beat this thing, it could help with
treatments for other forms of can-
cer.

‘‘It just pains me to think that
there’s other kids out there that
have got no hope.

‘‘She lived 16months after her di-
agnosis — most die within six.

‘‘My daughter has died in this
battle, but hopefully we can try to
win the war.’’

For more information, or to do-
n a t e , v i s i t
www.thecurestartsnow.org

Opposition says government is snubbing the North
OPPOSITIONMPshave
accused thegovernmentof
snubbing theNorth
following the lossofa
designatedMinister to
represent thePremier in the
region.

ThePremierhashad
representatives inboth
Northandwestern
Queenslandsince the1980s,
and theofficeswere
upgraded from
parliamentary secretary
roles toministries in2001.

After thisyear’s election,
bothportfoliosvanished.

HinchinbrookMPAndrew
Cripps (pictured) said the lost

ministries, combinedwitha

reduction inregional seats,

reflecteda ‘diminished’ view

ofNorthQueenslandby the

government.

‘‘BeforeMarchtherewere

fiveministers inNorth

Queensland, andfollowing

theelection there is only

three,’’ he said.

‘‘NorthQueensland is

going toplayavery

important role in the

economic recoveryof

Queensland—therural

sector, primary industries

likehorticulture, sugarand

cattleare really theonly

brightpartsof theeconomy
at themoment.’’

BurdekinMPRosemary
Menkenssaid the losswasa
blowto theregion.

‘‘We’re seeing theregions
being forgotten,’’ she said.

The lastMPtohold the
position,ThuringowaMP
CraigWallace,nowMain
RoadsMinister saidhewas
still the region’sCabinet
advocate.

‘‘Therewasamajor
restructureofall
departmentsandpositions,
but I’mstillAnna’sbloke in
NorthQueensland,’’ he said.

‘‘Thereare things I’ve

delivered thathaven’tbeen
inmyportfolio, like theV8s,
FlindersMall redevelopment
andJezzineBarracks.

‘‘Wecanbeabitpedantic
about titlesandnames.

‘‘I’mthereeveryMonday
morningat theCabinet table
beingavoice forNorth
Queensland.’’

DalrympleMPShane
KnuthsaidNorth
Queenslanders felt they
were losingoutwith too
muchfocus is on thesouth-
east corner.

TheLNPhasretained
their shadowportfolio for
NorthernDevelopment.


