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Condon’s title fight
Anti-Mooney advertising campaign to hit road again

By ANDREW STRUTTON Read the story online Read the story online 
& Have Your Say& Have Your Say
townsvillebulletin.com.au

POLITICAL assassin Chris Con-
don has relaunched his aggressive
anti-Tony Mooney advertising
and propaganda campaign that
helped topple the formermayor in
the amalgamated council election.

Mr Condon, the Townsville
Showgrounds manager, yesterday
re-launched his anti-Mooney ad-
vertising truck that will be pos-
itioned at ‘‘strategic thorough-
fares’’ across the city until polling
day.

The roving A-frame is the final
prong to his radio and television-
centric advertising arsenal this
time aimed at derailing Mr
Mooney’s Herbert tilt.

Mr Condon said the latest cam-
paign had been re-jigged from his

2008 effort, but remained centred
on Mr Mooney’s alleged adminis-
trative failures.

The majority of material re-
volves around images depicting
Mr Mooney ‘‘asleep at the wheel’’.

‘‘As I’ve said before I don’t be-
lieve he’s the right man for the
job,’’ a fired-up Mr Condon said
yesterday.

‘‘He was mayor of the city for 19
years in which he ran the city into
more than $100 million debt.

‘‘At the same timehewas paying
the (council) CEO more money
than the prime minister of Aus-
traliawason . . . andclaimingmore
than 20 per cent superannuation a
year.

‘‘He also racked up $38,000 in al-
lowances in his last year, and I

have the Freedom of Information
(documents) to prove it.’’
The attack came as no surprise

to Mr Mooney, who said he knew
the ‘‘dirt campaign was coming’’.
He contested Mr Condon’s debt

claims, saying audited figures
showed Townsville debt at 2008
was $61 million.
‘‘I think everyone is entitled to

their opinion, it’s a democracy,’’
Mr Mooney said.
‘‘But one has to ask who (Mr

Condon’s) backers are and what
his real motivation is.

‘‘It’s well known there’s a group
of local LNP business people in
close contact with Mr Condon . . .
and I’m confident the voters of
Herbert will see exactly who is be-
hind this latest effort.’’

Mr Condon admitted his spat
withMrMooneyhad furtheredhis
zeal to pursue the candidate, but
maintained he was primarily
driven to ‘‘educate the voters’’.

‘‘Tony Mooney picked a fight
with me in 2005 . . . and at the time
I knew it was a championship
fight, not a two-round fight,’’ he
said.

‘‘But the fact is the bloke hasn’t
got the credentials to administer
Herbert, andnowhe’s trying toget
back in on a taxpayer-paid gravy
train and get his gold card.

‘‘I don’t think he should be al-

lowed to do it, and that’s my
opinion, and I’m entitled to cam-
paign against him.’’

He also dismissed suggestions of
political bias, saying he held no
favour for any of Mr Mooney’s
competition and had self-funded
the campaign.

However, he would not disclose
the cost of the campaign or the
previous one saying it ran into the
‘‘tens of thousands of dollars’’.

Moreover, he claimed his 2008
electiondonordisclosure formhad
been lodged with Townsville City
Council, and lost.

The council yesterday said it
had no record of the form ever be-
ing received.

‘‘We just need someone new in
there, someone capable, that’s
what this is about,’’ he said.

Sam made my
day, says Will

CHUFFED . . . Will Arnell with his prized jersey and, from left, Greg Fitzgerald of Apex,
Michael Bradbury, Sam Thaiday and John Arnell Photo: SCOTT RADFORD-CHISHOLM

SAMThaiday is literallywilling togive theshirt
offhisback tohelp sickchildren.

TheBroncos starhasdonateda jersey tobrain
cancer charityTheCureStartsNow in
Townsville.

The jerseywasauctionedatacharitygolfday
organisedbyApexTownsville lastFriday.

SuccessfulbidderJohnArnell bought it forhis
footy-madsonWill, seven.

ThaidayhimselfpresentedadelightedWill
with thesigned jerseyyesterdaybefore the
Broncos secondrowergearedupfor thederby
matchagainst theCowboys.

Thegolfdayraised$15,000 for the
international charity.

Thecharity’s localbranchwas foundedby
TownsvillemanRenPedersen,who losthis
nine-year-olddaughterAmyto theaggressive
cancer lastyear.

Thaidaysaidhewashappy tohelp support
TheCureStartsNow.

‘‘Itwaseasyenoughformeto find theshirt in
mycupboardandI’mhappy tohelp,’’ he said.

‘‘Wedoa lotof charityworkwith thekids in
thehospitalsand it’s always sad to see them
sufferingat suchayoungage.’’

ApexTownsvillepresidentMichaelBradbury
said theservice clubhadsupported thecharity
andwaspleasedwith thesuccessof thegolfday.

‘‘A lotofourmembershavekidsand it really
tugsat theheartstringswhenyouthinkofwhat
theygo through.Wecouldn’t thinkofabetter
cause,’’MrBradburysaid.

Will saidhewasasupporterofboth the
CowboysandBroncosbutwascheering for
Brisbane lastnightaftermeetingSam.

‘‘BroncosandCowboysarebothmyfavourites
but I’mgoing forBroncos tonightbecause
Cowboysareat thebottomof the ladder,’’Will
said.

Tosupport thecharityvisit
chapters.thecurestartsnow.org/australia.

— EMILY MACDONALD

Child hurt
AFOUR-YEAR-OLDboy
fell off the back of a quad
bike atYabulu about
7 o’clock last night.
Ambulance crewswere
called to assist, , but the boy
wasnot seriously hurt.

Condon crash
ONEpersonwas taken to
TownsvilleHospitalwith
minor injuries after a crash
atCondon.The incident
happened just before
9.30pm inGollogly Lane.

Big grassfire
IT tookmore than three
hours for fire crews to put
out a grassfire at Stuart last
night. The 15hablazewas
onQueenslandRail land in
JurkeySt.Nopropertywas
endangered.Apasser-by
noticed the blaze just
before 7pm.

Car ablaze
ANabandoned carwent up
in flames inMount Isa last
night. Fire crewswere
called toKurrajongSt just
before 9pm.

Biker off
AMAN, 40, was thrown
fromhismotorbike at
Kirwan last night and
taken tohospitalwith
minor injuries. The
incident happened on the
corner ofBurndaSt and
ThuringowaDrive.

 

Lifesaving in a sea of dengue
Presented by Professor Scott Ritchie
Faculty of Medicine, Health and Molecular Sciences
James Cook University

We live in a sea of dengue.  Our tropical neighbours to 
the north are suffering from ever growing epidemics of 
dengue and increasingly, we are having outbreaks.  Every 
year, a rising number of travellers import dengue viruses 
into North Queensland. Last year, we had 6 outbreaks 
causing over 1000 cases.

Dengue is poised to become naturally entrenched in 
North Queensland, a Singapore scenario of constant 
importations and outbreaks of dengue.  

Professor Ritchie will discuss what “lifesaving” strategies 
we – from local residents, to governments and scientists – 
can utilise to cope with the increasing tide of dengue 
affecting North Queensland. James Cook University is well 
poised to lead an international effort to prevent dengue 
from becoming permanently established in the north.

Sunday 8 August at 2.30pm, Shores Room, 
Shoredrive Motel, Strand Headland, Townsville

For more information: mia.vaudrey@jcu.edu.au 34
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